














N° 34. The CrarTsMAn. 226 


I leave it, Sir, to your Judgment, whether it will 
be proper to extend this Regulation to the Clergy ; 
becaufe, perhaps,it may, HEREAFTER, bean indecent 
Sight to fee a whole Bench of B s dreffed out in 
a Set of new’ Knots alamode des Mefdemoifelles Fran- 
Coifes. 





Iam, Sir, with profound Refpe&, 
Yours, 
Joun Encuisn. 


N. B. Thefe new-invented Court Ear-knots for 
Pénfioners and Hirelings will be expofed to Sale, on 
Wednefday next, in Weftminfter-Hall, the Court of 
Requéfts, Arlington-Strect, and at moft other publick 
Places about Town ; where Gentlemen may be accom- 
modated with them, from Time to Time, made after 
the neweft Fafhion, and at reafonable Rates 








RS every Government has undoubtedly 
a Right to defend itfelf; and fince the 
wifelt written Laws cannot effectually 
provide for its Safety againft all Emer- 
? gencies ; fo it muft be endowed with an 

abfolute unlimitted Power, upon all ex- 
traordinary Oceafions and unforefeen Events ; for with- 
out fuch a reférved Power, every Government will 
be continually in Danger of being overturn'’d by the 
fubtle Machinations of powerful and ill-defigning Men. 
But, on the other Hand, this extraordinary Power 
ought never to be exerted but upon extracrdinary Oc- 
cafions, in Times of real Danger and in Cafes of the ut- 
mot 
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moft Extremity ; for, if it fhould come to be profti- 
tuted and hackney’d about upon every little Job and 
pretended Occafion, the Effence of a free State will 
be entirely loft, and this greet extraordinary Power 
will be turned to the Deftruction of the People, which 
it was defigned to prevent, Indeed the the only Dif- 
ference between a d¢/potick and a free Government 
confifts in This; that an arbitrary Governor has no 
Law but his Will, and therefore always aéts by an uz- 
limited, extraordinary Authority; whereas, the Go- 
vernor of a free People has Rules prefcribed to him 
for his Conduét, and is limited by Laws in the ordi- 
nary Courfe of his Government ; and therefore never 
aéts in an abfolute, unlimited Manner, but when, up- 
on extraordinary Occafions, the People think fit to 
intruft him with fuch a Powers Thus the Roman 
Difators were never created but on the greateft E- 
mergencies ; invelted with an abfolute Authority in all 
Affairs, both civil and military; till the Occafion, on 
which they were created, ceafed, and the Dan- 
ger was over. This Power, whilft it continued only 
temporary, was the real Security of the State; and, up- 
on feveral Occafions, preferved it from Ruin ; but when 
once it became erdinary, and the Difator made him- 
felf perpetual, it immediately fwallowed up the Li- 
berties of that glorious People; and the Roman Com- 
monwealth relapfed into its antient Tyranny and Ser- 
vitude. 

In England, we frequently exercife this extra- 
ordinary Power, in Oppolition to the ordinary 
Form of our Government; fometimes, by  tak- 
ing off the legal Relitraint upon our Kings, and 
invefting them with a Sert of Di@atorial Au- 
thority; asin the Sufpenfion of the Habeas Cor- 
pus A&, in Times of a Confpiracy, Rebellion, or 
immirent Danger. Sometimes the Legiflature exer- 
cifes this Power itfelf (as it undoubtedly has a Right 
to do) by Attainders, or Bills of Pains and Penal- 
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tes, ex pift fato; but it has never yet been exerci- 
fed, and I hope never will, but upon great and ex- 
traordinary Emergencies. 

There is another Power of this Nature, which our 
Princes, or Minifters, by their Authority, exercife 
upon the like Occafions, viz. That of opening and 
reading Letters at the Post-Orrice s which I fup- 
pofe to be one of the antient Prerogativcs of the 
Crown ; becaufe I never heard of any Statute-Law 
to this Purpofe ; for the A&t Nono Anna, intitled An 
A& for eftablifhing a general Poft-Offce for all her 
Majefty’s Dominions, feems rather to allow of it, 
under fome Reffri@ions, as a oad Right inherent in 
the Crown, than to create and ena# {uch a Power ; 
as will appear by the following Claufe. 

«« And whereas Abufes may be committed by wil- 
“ fully opening, imbezzeling, detaining and delaying 
« Letters or Packets, to the great Difcouragement of 
“* Trade, Commerce and Corre/pondence; for Preven- 
“ tion thereof, be it enacted by the Authority afore- 
faid, that from and after the {aid firft Day of Fune 
one thoufand feven hundred and eleven, no Perfon 
or Perfons fhall prefume willingly, or knowingly, 
« to open, detain or delay, or caufe to procure, per- 
mit, or fuffer to be opened, detained, or delayed, 
any Letter or Letters, Packet or Packets, after the 
fame is or fhall be delivered into the general, or 
other, Poft-Office, or into the Hands of any Per- 
fon or Perfons employed for the receiving or car- 
rying Poft-Letters, and before Delivery to the Per- 
fons to whom they are dircéted, or for their Ufe ; 
“ excepT by an expre/s Warrant in writing, under 
the Hand of one of the principal Secretaries of 
State, for every fuch opening, detaining or delay- 
ing, ES ec. 

But as the Exercife of this extraordinary Power 
from whencefoever originally derived, or howloever 
U autho- 
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authorized,(whether by any former Prerogative, or by 
the .Power in this C/au/e} has never been publickly 
examin’d, I hope afew Obfervations on that Head 
will not be thought impertinent or difagreeable. 

It is agreed on all Hands that, amongft private 
Perfims, nothing ought to be held more inviolable 
than the Communication of our ‘Thoughts by a mu- 
tual Intercourfe of Letters. The tender Concerns 
and reciprocal Endearments of Lover-; the unguar- 
ded Intelligence of intimate Friends; the Myfteries 
of Tradefmen and Mechanicks; the Negotiations, 
Contraéts and Engagements of mercanti'e’ Perfons ; 
“the Views, Expeétations and Purfuits of Some; the 
Misfortunes and Neceffitics of Others; and the Se- 
crets of Families in general, of whatfoever Kind, 
which are conveyed in an epiflolary Manner, are 
Things of fo facred a Nature, that, in all civiliz’d 
Countries, it has been efteem’d highly {candalous 
to fatisiy our Curiofity at another’s Expence A 
Man of true Honour will as foon break open a Lock 
as a Letter, which does not belong to him; and 
pick his Neighbour’s Pocket, as foon as difcover 
his Nakednefs in this Refpeét; for a Letter, being 
the Reprefentative of the Perfon’s Heart, who fends 
it, ought to pafs, without Examination or Inter- 
ruption, to the Hand, to which it is dire&ted; fince, 
otherwile, this Convenience will be of little Ufe to 
Mankind, who would no more communicate their 
Thoughts, in a free Manner, upon many Topicks, 
than they would talk upon them in publick Com- 
pany. When a Man therefore has fet down his 
Thoughts upon a Piece of Paper, and put his Signet 
upon it, he ought to be as fafe as if he was pri- 
vately talking to his Friend in his Clofet; and I can- 
not help thinking that Man a worfe Kind of Eves- 
dropper, who breaks into this fecret Cabinet, than 
one, who skulks under my Window, or liftens thro’ 
the Key-hole. 

What 
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What I have hitherto faid relates only to private 
Perfons 3 whocannot, upon any Account whatfoever, 
be juftified in their Violation of thefe Secrets; but it 
mutt not be applied to the Pud/ick ; which being in- 
vefted, as I before obferved, with a fufficient Power to 
defend itfelf, in Times of Danger or Sufpicion, cannot 
be reftrained, in the Exercife of its Authority, by 
Jittle Punétilio’s of Honour, or the Niceties of good 
Breeding ; for as the Welfare of the People is the fu- 
preme Law, all private Confiderations whatfoever muft 
give Place, and be facrificed to that good End. 
Whenever therefore the Government receives In- 
telligence of any fecret and dangerous Tranfactions, 
which are carrying on either at home or abroad ; or 
entertains any well-grounded Sufpicion of that Nature, 
it is not only juftifiable, but their Duty to examine 
the Mails; and to ufe all other prudent Precautions, 
in order to difcover and defeat the Defigns of their 
Enemies. ‘Then is their Time to exert this extraor- 
dinary Authority; in which they feem to a& under 
the fame wholfome Commiffion with that of an 
old Roman Di@ator, nequid detrimenti Republica 


capiat. 

Indeed this Pra€tice of examining the publick Cor- 
refpondence, in Times of Danger, is fo well known; 
and fo many wicked P/ots and Con/piracies have been 


‘difcovered in this Manner, that it is very unaccount- 


able how Men, who are engaged in fuch hazardous 
Defigns, can be fo weak as to carry on their Corref- 
pondence in a Way, which is fo open and liable to de- 
tection ; efpecially fince the Artof decyphering is arri- 
ved to that Perfection ; which renders it almoft im- 
poflible for them to deceive the Enquiry of the Go- 
vernmeat by any Sort of Figures or Characters 5 nay, 
fuppofing that they could find out a Method of wri- 
ting, which would puzzle the moft skilful Adepts in 
this Art; yet fuch a dark and unintelligile Corref- 
pondence would raife a fufficient Alarm to make a 
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wife Miniftry fet all their Emiffaries and Engines at 
Work, and would thereby have almoft the fame Ef- 
fe&t, as if their Meaning were really unriddled. 

However, fince it is notorious that fome Perfons, 
even very lately, have been fo audacious, or infatuated, 
as to tranfact their deteftable Defigns in this Manner , 
it well becomes the Care of a vigilant Adminiftration, 
to make ufe of this Authority, whenever there is any 
juft and well-grounded Occafion tor fo doing. 

But herein confifts the Difference between our hap- 
py Conttitution in Eng/and, and feveral arbritary Go- 
vernments abroad ; that this Power is never exercifed, 
amongft us, but when there is a rea/ Occafion, and it 
becomes neceffary for our own Safety. We are never 
fubje& to having our Letters ranfack’d, and the Secrets 
of our Families expofed to the Derifion or Refentment 
of great Men and /ittle Clerks, but when it is in order 
to fecure our Liberties, and preferve us from Ruin ; nor, 
indeed, ought it to be commonly praétifed, on the 
King’s Account, as well as the People’s; becaufe it 
would, in a great Meafure, difcourage Perfons from 
communicating their Thoughts in this Manner, un- 
lefs on the moft common and indifferent Affairs, and 
thereby greatly prejudice his Majefty’s Revenue. 

For it is obfervable that the Reafon, given for the 
Claufe in the A& of Parliament before cited, is to 
prevent the difcowragement to Trade,Commerce and Core/- 
pendence; which I prefume will not be the lefs dif- 
courag’d by Secretaries of State opening Letters, than 
by other Perfons 5 and therefore even They ought not. 
to praétife it but upon very urgent Occafions ; for 
which Reafon it is added in this Claufe, that no 
Perfon fhall open any Letter, even by a Secretary's 
Order, unlefs by an Expre/s Warrant in Writing for 
every fuch opening, &c. and I am very loth to 
give Credit to the Sugeftions of fome Men, that 
‘This hath been, at any Time, evaded by leaving a 
blank dormant Warrant at the Office, to be filled up 
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at the Difcretion of the Pof-mafler-general, by the 
Direétion and for the Service of his Principals, as Oc- 
cafion requires. 

It is, I prefume, on the fame Account, (viz. to pre- 
vent any Di/couragement to Trade, Commerce, and Cor- 
refpondence) that no Perfon hath yet been, is, or, I 
hope, ever will be thought properto be placed at the 
Head of this Office, who is known or fufpeéted to be 
eoncerned in any Branch of Trade or Commerce what- 
foever ; becaufe it would evidently give Him too 
great an Advantage over the Properties and Dealings 
of his Fellow-Subjeéts, 

But to proceed.—In flarifo Countries nothing is more 
common than the Exercife of this Authority, not to fe- 
cure the Subjects from Danger, but to involve them in 
it; tomake them give Evidence againft Themfelves, 
and incur Penalties, which they do not deferve. We 
fhall, in thofe Countries, often find it made ufe of (like 
Auricutar Cownresstown) to gratify the Jealoufy, 
Curiofity or Defigns of a great Man ; by diving into 
the Secrets of Families, and acquainting himfelf with 
all their various Circumftances, Inclinations, Senti- 
ments, Influences and Paffions; by which Means he 
knows how to conduét his own Schemes ; for he can 
judge from hence who are to be brought over to his 
Intereft, and by what Means; whether by Money, 
Flattery, Places or Power and can fet his Mark on 
others, whom he finds to be w#manageable. 

A Poft-Office-General, thus managed, is a fort of 
Microcofm of Intelligence; which contraéts the various 
Sentiments and Opinions of Mankind within its own 
little Bounds ; and may be compared tp a g/a/s Bee- 
hive, through which the awner ean view, at Pleafure, 
the different Motions, Contrivances and Employments 
of the little bufy Colony within. 

How unhappy muft that People be, who live ina 
Country, where fuch an Ufe is made of this Autho- 
rity! and where an Invention, which was firkt devifed 
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for the Eafe and Convenience of the Subject, is fo ma- 
nifeftly turn’d to his Injury and Difadvantage ! This 
is a Circumftance, to which thofe Nations, who for- 
merly liv’d under Servitude, were not fubjeét ; and 
is much more grievous than even thofe Crowds of 
Spies and Informers, which are fo frequently com- 
plained of, by antient Hifforians, in the Courts of 
Tyrants. The Slaves of old were only liable to the 
Information of fuch Men; and were in no Danger 
of having their Packets rifled, and their private Cor- 
refpondence expofed to the Sight of jealous Princes or 
revengeful Statefmen; by which Means an innocent 
Jeft, an impartial Reprefentation of current News, or 
an unguarded Expreflion to a Friend may be made a 
Mark of Difaffeétion, and the unjuft Caufe of a Man’s 
Ruin; or at leaft a Bar to all his future Views and 
Expectations. " 

The neareft Refemblance to this Pra@tice, which we 
meet within antient Hiftory, is the Stratagem of a fa- 
mous Tyrant, whofe wicked Aétions having rendered 
him jealous of all his People, even of hisown Domef- 
ticks, Privadoes, and Boiom Favourites, ordered the 
Rooms of his Palace to be contrived im fuch a Man- 
ner that all Sounds might be conveyed by Pipes into 
that Part, where he refided himfelf ; fo that nothing 
could be uttered under his royal Roof, tho’ in the low- 
ef Whifpers, which his attentive and fufpicious Ears 
could not eafily diftinguith. . 
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